Commitment #1: Jesus is God’s Son and the only way to eternal life

Our very first lesson dealt with the essential and underlying element of Christianity, the Bible. As we examine what is preserved for us in it we are forced to accept certain things that we might naturally want to reject. At the top of that list is the declaration that the historic Jesus is not a mere human but God in flesh. The very foundation of Christianity is a belief in Jesus as our source of deliverance from eternal punishment and inclusion into heaven. The many protestant denominations as well as the Catholic and Orthodox churches all rest on this Biblical fact. All rely on the Bible as their source and authority for this belief.


Now we begin the actual journey of being molded into disciples of Jesus Christ. It goes without saying that each of us leading the journey or following another has come to an acceptance of Jesus as our Savior. This step will help clarify and solidify that affirmation. It is also designed to give your faith depth and stability in the nature and work of Jesus Christ. After all we want to become His disciples.


But, Jesus made it clear that He came as Lord of all and affirmed His place as Lord of humanity and the world around us. That is the great dividing line. As we shall investigate later our faith is based on more than an intellectual affirmation on Jesus’ identity. It is grounded in our entrustment of ourselves as His subjects, servants. Too often in our enthusiasm to evangelize our world we focus on deliverance and ignore submission. So now I address this at the start. To be a disciple of Christ is to step by step surrender our lives into His control. We do literally follow Jesus throughout life on earth and into the life eternal.


If we are to follow Jesus we need to more completely understand who and what He is. These five lessons will walk the learning disciple into the New Testament to unveil the reality about who Jesus proclaimed Himself to be and what place He has in our world order, and personal order. We will discover Scriptures that bring new realities about Jesus to our minds. We will spend three weeks in John’s Gospel seeing how that particular Gospel was designed with a purpose of leading its readers to submit to Jesus’ lordship. We will conclude with passages that make it clear that Jesus is our only hope of freedom from our present entrapment by Satan and our future judgment if we remain defiant of His lordship over our lives.

Christmas, a holiday or a holy revelation

Our first study calls us to more closely evaluate the reality behind Christmas. It is a worldwide celebration. It is the “make it or break it” time for the vast majority of businesses. The commercialism that has overtaken this holiday has infected and blinded us all. We have become more concerned with what presents we are to buy, and then how we will pay for them, the gatherings and parties of the season not to mention the displays and host of special activities. Some of them have a spiritual theme. But what is Christmas to you? Is it a holiday or reminder of God’s holy revelation in the form of a Child?

For many Christmas is a magical story.

For some it is a revelation of God at work.


This study redirects us to pull away the commercialism and religious traditions in an effort to rediscover the real essence of Christmas. It also is a challenging of us to change the way we experience the Christmas season. The opening thought addresses the two-sided nature of our Christmas season. Some are lost in the magic atmosphere of the season. The decorations, changes from the normal routines, anticipation of things to be received, joys shared in the gifts given, family gatherings and so much more distract our spiritual focus. Most will overspend to make the celebration as close as they can to what they want it to be. Others will be drowned in disappointment of their financial limitations and inability to experience what they see in others around them.


While some of us are giddy with elevated emotions and others are feeling depressed there are a few who live mysteriously different. They are far more subdued and yet joyful. They attend the same religious activities but show a more serious demeanor. They are not “party poopers” but have little interest in the adrenaline boosting activities of the season. They are among us but not like us. Why? It is because their focus runs deeply underneath the festive holiday trappings. They experience Christmas as a “revelation of God at work.” With intent they refuse to be lost in the normal holiday fanfare. They are disciplined to keep a focus on the Savior and Lord who reveals God to us in the Child in a manger. These are they who worship similar to the shepherds and Wise Men.


So now the study investigates the Biblical evidences regarding Jesus that can change drastically our approach and experience of Christmas. It will also bring to our awareness a more fuller understanding of what a spiritual Christmas experience is. This starts with the question, “Did Jesus really come from God?” Who would say no? But who honestly embraces the reality that Jesus is God come to live among us? The Scriptures chosen, as with each question, are only representative passages. There are many more that we will discover throughout the journey. Here the intent is to share a couple of places where the answer is made clear to us.

Did Jesus really come from God?


John chapter 17 is known as the High Priestly Prayer. This chapter is where Jesus, the Highest Priest, prayers just prior to His arrest and crucifixion. Here we must take note of two declarations Jesus makes. One is that He existed before the foundations of the world. The other is that He was sent from the Father to dwell among humanity. Either He is correct or we are all deceived. The church continues to declare that these are facts that stand a sure as bedrock. Another passage supporting this claim is John 1:1-14. This passage is a testimony of the first disciples.


John 3:16-17 is so familiar, at least verse 16, that it is easy for us to lose sight of its reality. God’s love is un-denied but that Jesus was sent from God is usually a warm sentiment rather than a cold hard fact. Yes God does love us. As a result He intervened and sent the Son to open a way of His blessing us and receiving us to Himself. That means that Jesus is at least a messenger from heaven. It also opens the possibility that He really was and is God Himself on earth. Verse 17 is included to affirm that He was sent not with the intention of telling us that we are a disappointment to God but that the God who knows our sins and wrongs loves us. His reason for sending Himself to our world was to announce that He is intervening in our condition to bring us deliverance, the actual meaning of the original word “savior.” 


If Jesus was sent, then was He an angel, prophet or some other manifestation? That is the focus of the second question. We know what the Church teaches but, what do we believe? Was Jesus really the Son of God? We say so but do we believe it. Again our religious affirmations often are disconnected with our living. If Jesus is God’s Son then why do we dismiss His teachings? Why do we not bow our knees and humbly give our lives to serve Him and worship Him? This second question seeks to impress the reality of Jesus being God in our flesh upon our conscience.

Was Jesus really God’s Son?


Philippians 2:5 and following is believed to be an ancient Church hymn. Paul includes it in his letter to validate the claim that Jesus is the Son of God. This early affirmation declares Jesus to have been in His nature God and yet trapped in human flesh. He lived fulfilling God’s work of deliverance for mankind and then returned to His pre-human state.


In Colossians we are told something that many Christians have yet to know. Paul declares that Jesus was the Creator of all that is. He, the Creator, came into His creation out of love for those to whom He has given life. Here we see that Jesus was neither an angel nor a prophet. He was and is God and therefore we have only two choices, we can deny His authority over us or we can submit to He who is Lord over all creation.

Was Jesus the promised Messiah?


Jesus, God Himself, came to us. One other consideration is, “Was Jesus the promised Messiah?” The disciples believed He is. Now we see that the New Testament proclaims He is. Again in John’s Gospel we find the affirmation of one of His close contemporaries. John the Baptist was one of the most respected figures in the Bible. He was the promised forerunner to Jesus. His birth is recorded in Luke as a miraculous preliminary to Jesus. He is now a power prophetic voice in the first century. When Jesus comes to be baptized in the river Jordan John boldly declared Him to be the promised Messiah. The term “Lamb of God” was a reference to the Messiah. John says that Jesus was before himself, not in age but in existence. He even states that his real purpose in life is to be the agent by which the Messiah is revealed. John the Baptist’s declaration has to be taken seriously.


In Hebrews 5 we see Jesus pictured as the Great High Priest. In Jewish practice the High Priest was given responsibility to govern the spiritual dimension of society. He had authority over all the priests serving in the temple and in communities. Later it would be he who gave the sentence of death upon Jesus. So to say that Jesus is the Great High Priest is to place Him in a superior position over our spiritual lives.


He is said to be a Priest after the order of Melchizedek. Let me share just a few insights to help you understand how significant that is. When Abraham gathered his servants to free Lot from the kings that captured Lot in Sodom, he took all the loot or spoil of the invader army. On his way back he went by Salem, that is Jerusalem. A mysterious priest came out to greet him and bless him. Abraham gave him a tenth of all he had taken. This mysterious priest was said to be without father or mother and had no family tree. In other words he was a divine agent who appeared with God’s blessing on Abraham. To consider Jesus a Priest after the order of Melchizedek is to consider Him eternal and a Priest whose time of serving would never end. That was only the place of the coming Messiah. No other could take that place. This was a clear declaration to the Jewish people that they need not wait any longer. The Messiah prophesied for well over a thousand years was now revealed to us. He is Jesus.

Were the Magi correct?


Do you believe that the Wise Men were correct in identifying Jesus as “King of the Jews?” It is a well known part of our Christmas pageants. But do we know what that means? You can be sure Herod did. The Magi came to the royal family looking for the newly born king. Herod was familiar with the Old Testament prophesies and took seriously their revelation from the stars. They believed that a star which they had followed from the Persian Gulf area indicated that a new king had been born. Their belief was strong enough that they traveled about three months to get to Jerusalem. On their arrival they were discouraged to find that no one knew anything about their newborn king. We are told that when they left Herod that the star once again appeared to them and led them to a house in Bethlehem where only Mary and Jesus are mentioned. They present gifts and pay homage to Jesus telling Mary their story.


Now, Herod had asked the Magi to return to him with word of where the new king was. God came to the Magi in a dream and warned them not to do so. Shortly thereafter God sent an angel to Joseph in a dream telling Him to flee to Egypt, which he and his family did. In anger and determination to remove any threat to removing his family from the throne of Judah Herod ordered the execution of all male infants under the age of two years old. Did Herod believe that the Magi were right? The many grieving families attest to it!

Was Christmas a real event?


Was this religious magical idea of Christmas a real event? The Scriptures given strongly affirm it as a genuine historical event. First Luke tells us in the beginning of His Gospel account that what he writes is accurate and verified. He wants us to know the truth that he has investigated and documented. The Gospel of Luke is a historical documentation of the life of Jesus. Luke’s intent is to present factual and verified information.


In Matthew and Luke we have the account of Jesus’ birth. Matthew tells of the angel’s visit to Mary and then to Joseph. It then affirms Jesus’ birth and goes straight to the Magi. But Luke gives a much greater detailed account of Jesus’ birth. Here we learn of Elizabeth’s miraculous conception. Mary and Elizabeth encouraging each other. Only Luke describes the long trip to Bethlehem, the sleepless night in a stall, the angel’s singing and the shepherd’s visit. Luke further documents the account with many more specifics that reveal his sincere investigating of the event. All this is a clear affirmation that Jesus was born in a stable, lain in a manger and visited by shepherds with an amazing story of how they knew where to find “the Savior which is Christ the Lord.”


A part of my Christmas tradition is watching “The Nativity Story” at the beginning of Advent and on Christmas Eve. Though it does have inaccuracies, I find it moving when I see a portrayal of what I believe really happened. I fight back the tears as I want to bow with the Wise Men and lay treasures at Jesus’ feet. Christmas is a powerful time of worship. I have less and less interest in holiday festivities. Advent is a spiritual time of being reminded of what God did for us. He did come to earth. Our Savior came and invited us to live in fellowship with God. How can I refuse?

If Christmas really happened then _______________________?

If Christmas really happened what changes must I make?


The final two questions are simply designed to challenge us to evaluate what really believing in an historical Jesus should change in our lives. We may say many things about Jesus but what do we believe that changes our living? We talk about Jesus’ divinity and authority and yet live in open rebellion to the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is back to C-onviction and A-pplication. If we learn the facts what impact are they to have on our life. We can’t really believe in Christmas and live as if it never happened. Live it out in your life!


Throughout these studies we will continue to emphasize the establishing of the three main disciplines in your and your learner’s life. Hold you learner accountable in a sensitive manner to establishing these spiritual essentials in their daily walk with Christ. Talk about them and even practice them together if need be. Remember the houses built on sand and the rock. Remember the Vine and the branches. Remember the persistent widow. These are essential!

Gospel Apologetics


If you have not studied evidences that affirm the truth of the Bible, you might think “apologetics” means apologizing. Actually it refers to making a defense on behalf of something. Here our focus is on Jesus and if there is sufficient Biblical evidence to believe He really is God’s Son.

Twice God calls Jesus His Son.


At Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.   Mark 1:9-11


At the Mount of Transfiguration.  Mark 9:2-7


Once God affirmed His work in Jesus. John 12:27-28

We begin with two accounts in Mark’s Gospel that affirm Jesus’ claim. In chapter 1 we see Jesus coming to John the Baptist to be baptized. Baptism was, and is in many groups today, a public declaration of a person’s death to their present way of life and resurrection into a new way of living. It pictures a spiritual change that has taken place within the soul. Jesus sought to be identified with those seeking to live in harmony with God. John the Baptist baptized an unknown number of Jews who wanted to live submissively to God. Jesus too wanted all to see His commitment to live in submission to the Father.


After being baptized Mark says in chapter 1 that the heavens parted and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. And then while all were watching and listening a voice from heaven spoke. “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (v 11 NIV) All three of the Synoptic, or similar, Gospels give this account. Jesus is proclaimed the Son of God by a mysterious voice from the sky.


There is another time the Voice speaks from heaven. Jesus had taken Peter, James and John with Him to a remote mountain retreat. While there Jesus was accompanied by Moses and Elijah. The three disciples were scared by the two dead men and most revered Old Testament figures. And then a cloud engulfs them. A voice says the same thing proclaimed at Jesus’ baptism. This time an additional command is added, “listen to Him.” When the cloud goes away Moses and Elijah were gone as well. Again, this is recorded in all of the Synoptic Gospels. (Matthew, Mark and Luke)


Twice a voice from heaven proclaims Jesus to be the Son of God. All three of the Synoptic Gospels agree. Obviously a strong defense for Jesus’ divinity is being given.


Toward the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry He speaks to His disciples about His coming sufferings. In John 12 He shares with His disciples that He will not run or hide from the suffering set before Him. He then utters a prayer to the Father. He affirms His submission and readiness to serve the Father regardless of the cost. In response a voice is heard for now the third time. This time the Voice says, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” It was sure to have been heard by the disciples as one them gives this account. So God Himself bears witness that Jesus is the Son of God sent to us.

John’s Gospel belongs to Christian apologetics.


The Gospel of Matthew is a defense to the Jews.


The Gospel of Luke is a defense to the skeptical.


In John Jesus is defended as God’s Son.  1:1-4, 14


Now I direct your attention to the Gospel of John. The statement “John’s Gospel belongs to Christian apologetics” refers to a spiritual defense for belief in Jesus as God’s Son. It is interesting to note the different audiences to which the Gospel’s were targeted toward. How do we know? By examining the phrases, words and things emphasized we better see the community to which the writer was focused on.


The Gospel of Matthew is heavy with Old Testament scriptures. It has a strong emphasis on Jewish ways and Jesus’ fulfilling the prophesies about the coming Messiah. From Jesus’ birth to His crucifixion and resurrection the focus seems to clearly be on the Jewish community.


Luke, on the other hand, has a focus on the skeptical. We don’t really know of a particular group other than a slant toward the Gentiles. Luke goes into great detail to show how Jesus can be believed and trusted as the Savior of the world. His opening as we have seen emphasizes his determination to find the true account of Jesus’ life. His desire is for those who are unsure to have the confidence to make a commitment to Jesus Christ.


The rest of this study and for the next two weeks our attention will be turned to John’s Gospel. You are about to discover three apologetic themes running through the Gospel. John identifies his purpose in the chapter 20 where he states without hesitation, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (v 31 NIV) Where Luke addressed the skeptical, John address all who have not yet heard.


John opens with the identification of One who existed prior to the world’s creation. John uses the phrase “the Word.” The Word is described as both with God and was God. A few verses farther we find that, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (v 14 NIV)


The testimony of John the Baptist.  1:29-34


The testimony of the disciples, “we,” is that Jesus is God among us. But John gives us another testimony. It is that of our familiar prophet John the Baptist. John shares some of what the Synoptic Gospels reveal but goes a step further. He adds John the Baptist’s testimony as weight in favor of Jesus’ divine nature. Verse 12 begins, “Then John gave this testimony:…” John the disciple wants those who knew about and shared great respect for John the Baptist to know that Jesus was proclaimed the Son of God by this great prophet.


John gives 7 signs proving Jesus divinity.  20:30-31



Jesus turned water into wine.  2:7-11


With such a solid foundation now laid John uses the rest of his evangelistic work to give seven “signs” that verify Jesus’ as God’s Son. The first is a miracle unique to John’s Gospel. It took place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. His mother comes to Him at a wedding celebration and tells Him to make more wine as the supply had been used up and no more was available. There is a lot to ponder here but let’s not go rabbit chasing. I wonder how Mary knew Jesus could make wine by His spoken word. Mary also speaks with authority over Jesus and leaves Him with several servants with an order to do whatever Jesus told them to do. You know the story of how the jars of water were miraculously turned into wine, which was superior to the first.


John is not considered part of the Synoptic Gospels because so much is different from the other three. Many of these “signs” as well as various other events noted are unique to John’s Gospel. Nicodemus came to Jesus and only John tells about him. The woman at the Samaritan well is another event only in John. Now in chapter 4 we have the second sign. “This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.” (v 54 NIV)



Jesus heals a sick boy.  4:48-54


This “second miraculous sign” was Jesus’ healing of a royal official’s son. Jesus was again in Cana and a certain royal official whose son lay near death lived a considerable distance away. Hearing of Jesus’ being in Cana he travels at least a day’s journey to ask Jesus to heal his son. An even greater miracle follows. Jesus pronounces the son healed many miles away. The royal official “took Jesus at His word and departed.” It was not until the next day while traveling home the official’s servants met him returning. Their joyful announcement of his son’s dramatic turnaround greeted the official. When asked the time of his son’s healing the official realized it was the exact time of Jesus’ pronouncement. Jesus didn’t need to touch or be by the boy’s side to heal him. He could stand many miles away and yet heal the sick.



Jesus heals an invalid of 38 years.  5:6-9


The third “miraculous sign” took place in Jerusalem. It was at a pool where many were gathered hoping for healing. Jesus approached a man that had been an invalid for 38 years. Unable to get himself into the pool at just the right moment he continued to lay with a hope for the next time. Jesus simply says to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." John 5:8 (NIV) And up the man rose and carried off his bedding in testimony of his healing.



Jesus feeds 5,000.  6:8-13


The next sign is one of a special few recorded in all four Gospels. It is the feeding of the 5,000. It was actually many more as only the men are mentioned as sitting down. You are familiar with the story. Jesus does the unbelievable. He takes only a few small loaves of bread and even less fish and multiplies it until the multitude is fed with 12 baskets of food leftover. He has turned water into wine, healed a boy by long distance, healed an invalid of 38 years and now fed over 5000 with only five small loaves and two fish. Yet John continues with “miraculous signs.”



Jesus walks on water.  6:16-21


After the meal Jesus sent His disciples ahead of him in a boat. He stayed and dismissed the multitude and spent hours of solitude with the Father. While the disciple were struggling against the wind in the wee hours of morning Jesus comes walking to them on the water. Jesus was unaffected by gravity. This was witnessed only by the disciples. The crowd however was confused as to how Jesus was with His disciples the next morning on the other side of the lake.



Jesus heals a man born blind.  9:1-7


It is as if John is building an irrefutable defense with a series of “miraculous signs” which grow greater with each sign. Now John gives us a rather lengthy story about Jesus healing a blind man. Notice that it is specifically mentioned that this man was blind from his birth. He had never been able to see. Important? I think so. It is one thing to heal someone who has lost their sight but much greater to heal someone never having had sight. Notice also that his parents affirm that he was born blind.



Jesus raises a dead man.  11:38-44


The climatic “miraculous sign” took place in Bethany. It is the story of Lazarus. On hearing of Lazarus’ sickness Jesus waits before going to Mary and Martha. When He does arrive Lazarus has now been dead for four days. I have heard it said that the Jews believed that for three days following death the body might be revived if the spirit returns. I don’t have any documentation proving this but it is interesting that “four days” is specifically mentioned. All agree that trying to raise Lazarus from the dead was a useless effort. Yet Jesus ordered the stone sealing the tomb removed and then called Lazarus by name to come out from among the dead. And, out Lazarus came. What else need be done?



+ Jesus rises from His tomb.  20:10-16, 19-20


John has given seven proofs that Jesus is divine and to be accepted as Lord over our life. And yet there is one more. It is another resurrection. This time it is Jesus’ own resurrection. The description of His crucifixion leaves no doubt to Jesus’ having been dead when placed into the tomb. There is no question of the testimonies and multitude of differing situations and persons verifying the living Jesus though just three days earlier He was dead.


So, do you really believe? The final two question once again push us toward C-onviction and A-pplication. If it is just trivial information or church talk we are only more knowledgeable. Until we finish the learning process we cannot become disciples of Christ.


Jesus’ 8 “I am” sayings. (next week)

If Jesus really is God’s Son then _______________________?

If Jesus is God’s Son what changes must I make?


As mentioned earlier the next two weeks we will focus on two other themes in John’s Gospel. Next week we will look at the “I am” sayings of Christ. Then we must decide if He was telling the truth or deceiving those listening to Him. If He is telling the truth then our living must be reexamined and adjusted according to truth and C-onviction.

Who Jesus Is

God sent His Son to dwell among us! (Christmas)

The Gospel proclaims Jesus as divine! (miraculous signs)

Jesus claimed to be our only way into eternal life!


John the evangelist has forcefully demonstrated to us that Jesus is divine in nature. How could anyone do the “miraculous signs” Jesus did without being God Himself? As this theme of Jesus’ nature is woven into the narrative two other themes appear. In this Gospel we will find eight “I am” sayings. In English the noun and verb indicates the identity of the speaker. Jesus is identifying Himself to those willing to learn from Him in eight differing ways. This does not mean that Jesus is schizophrenic having eight different personalities. It is a revealing of who Jesus is in eight varied perspectives. The Greeks gave us the way of describing things with words. It was the Hebrews who described things with images. Jesus was born into a Hebrew society. It is only natural for Him to address His listeners with many images that help them grasp the truths He is sharing with them. So combine these differing images and the truths they reveal as making up to identity of Jesus. Each image gives us a more complete insight into just who Jesus is.


“I am the bread of life.”  6:35-38


This occurs the day after the feeding of the 5000. The crowd reconvenes on the other side of the lake where Jesus had gone. Jesus confronts their shallow spiritual interest and challenges them to work for eternal matters. They responded by asking “What must we do to do the works God requires?” (v. 28 NIV) Jesus’ reply was that they should believe in the one God has sent to them. This leads the leaders to ask for a “miraculous sign” to convince them He was the one sent. They alluded back to Moses’ giving the wandering Israelites bread, manna, from the sky to feed them. Jesus then directs them to the real source of manna. He then states that the real bread of God is “…he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They then asked that Jesus give them this bread. Jesus responded with “I am the bread of life.”


Bread is one of the staples of life. In the first century it was much more used as a major part of the people’s daily diet. Bread represented the nutritional source for life. The Israelites lived on manna. The first century community depended upon bread to sustain them. Jesus is calling those listening to see Him as the source and provision for their existence. It is still the same for us today. Life, Jesus is saying, is built upon God not our physical needs and ambitions.


“I am the light of the world.”  8:12


From a loaf of bread Jesus not uses the image of an oil lamp. Light is essential for moving about in darkness. In the daylight a lamp is useless. But when the sun goes down and darkness blankets our world, light is essential if we are to do anything other than stay in bed and wait for sunrise. Though nothing like today, the first century people did accomplish a few things after it grew dark.


Here Jesus is again teaching the people. He gives them the image of light. “I am the light of the world.” Jesus said. He went on to say that if we trust in Him to give us guidance for life that we would never be lost in confusion and disorientation again. Of course the Pharisees challenged His unbelievable statement. Why? Was it not that they trusted in the Law of Moses, the traditions of the fathers and even interpretations of the Scribes? For Jesus to even hint at being a superior source of enlightenment goes against the foundation on which the first century religious life was established. Yet, Jesus not only contradicted the teachings of the religious leaders, He also humiliated them for their legalistic teachings and Scriptural unauthentic ideas. “I will show you the way of God.” He was saying.


“I am the gate…”  10:7-10


Though we are not shepherds or cattle farmers we still can understand the use of gates. For the first century shepherds, and society familiar with them, gates were of great importance. When danger was felt the shepherds would herd the sheep through a gate and into a protective pen. When all was safe the shepherds would call their sheep back through the gate to graze in the open pastures. This is the image Jesus is giving. He Himself is a gate that leads to protection and safe living. Notice the three results of trusting Jesus to be your gate for life. Only by way of Jesus will we “be saved.” We in the modern church think of saved as a spiritual term. For the Jewish people the term “saved, savior, salvation,” all had the idea of being delivered from some danger. Let your mind reflect on more than forgiveness of sin and entrance into God’s eternal presence. Embrace the image of being delivered from the dangers that would harm us. Also in verse 9 we will “find pasture.” It was the responsibility of the shepherd to locate places for grazing and then lead the sheep to eat there. If kept behind the gate for protection at night, the shepherd would call them out the next morning to follow him to where their appetites would be satisfied and their bodies nourished.


The third is in verse 10. Here Jesus says that if we will make Him our gate for living we will have life “to the full.” Another translation uses the word “abundantly.” The idea is that without Jesus our life is limited and dwarfed. Only by making Jesus our gate will we experience life in its fullness. Jesus is the secret to a satisfying life.


“I am the good shepherd;”  10:14-18


Closely connected to the gate is Jesus’ image of being our shepherd. This term is more significant than just the shepherds in the fields of Judea. The term shepherd was used throughout the Old Testament to refer to the role of Israel’s spiritual leaders. It was even a description of the Messiah. Even in the writings of Paul and Peter church leaders were taught to see themselves as shepherds of God’s people.


Here Jesus invites the people to view Him as their Shepherd. He uses an adjective to describe the kind of shepherd He is, “good.” After Jesus’ first announcement of being the “good shepherd” He compares Himself to the paid shepherds. They put themselves first ahead of the needs of the sheep. Jesus puts the needs of the sheep first at the expense of His own life.


Again Jesus declares that He is “the good shepherd.” This time He seems to be focusing on reassuring the people of His genuine and devoted nature. He knows His sheep and His sheep are content under His care. He is approved by the Father because of His self-sacrificial commitment of caring for the sheep. He even reveals that His work of shepherding God’s flock is a volunteer work not forced by pay or authoritative pressure. It is a revelation of His love for the sheep.


“I am the resurrection and the life.”  11:23-26


This proclamation is woven into the climatic “miraculous sign.” Lazarus has been dead for four days now. Jesus and His disciples come to Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters. Martha runs out to meet Jesus and says to Him that if He had been here when Lazarus was sick then Lazarus would not have died. That is to say I believe you can heal the sick but not raise the dead. Jesus tells Martha that Lazarus will be risen. She takes that to mean the final resurrection that all will experience when God brings His final judgment upon the world. Jesus, however, spoke differently.


Here Jesus gives a bold statement and image identifying Himself. “I am the resurrection and the life.” Unable to comprehend what Jesus was saying Martha acknowledges Jesus as the coming Messiah. Jesus was being very literal with her. To be the resurrection and the life is to say He held the power to grant life to lifeless bodies. It is to say that He is the source from which life comes. I am not sure that many of us really grasp that concept. Jesus is, as we discovered in Colossians, the Creator of the world. He gives us life. As Jesus called Lazarus out of the tomb perhaps Martha and the others could now see that He really did have the power of giving life here on earth and in the world to come after our death.


“I am the way and the truth and the life.”  14:6-9


Here Jesus gives a trilogy of I am’s. “I am the way,” I am “the truth,” and I am “the life.” We have already seen Jesus as the truth upon which we must evaluate and correct our thoughts and life actions. We have just seen Jesus as the source of life. Now we see Jesus as the pathway or guide for our life.


If you have never been lost traveling or on a walk through the woods or city streets, you might have difficulty understanding the significance of this image. To get what Jesus is saying we must first admit to our inability to get to where we need to be. I have been helplessly lost while hunting. I have been confused and disoriented within the maze of city streets. Jesus is suggesting that humanity is unable to follow the path that leads to God’s comforting presence without help. The disciples seem to understand as Thomas asks Jesus to help them find God. Jesus seems to be frustrated with the disciples’ difficulty in understanding His instructions.


In verse 6 Jesus makes it plain and simple, “I am the way…” In other words just follow me. You do not need modern equipment and navigational gadgets. You don’t need wise gurus to point you in the right direction. All that is needed is to follow the way of Jesus. By following Him we will see God the Father. By accepting Him as our guide for life we can be assured of reaching our desired destination of God’s promise eternal rest.


“I am the true vine…”  15:1-2, 5-8


Jesus was familiar with the agricultural way of life. Many of His images came from the agricultural elements of society. Here is another. It is the vineyard. Most everyone was familiar with the growing of grapes. Jesus uses this awareness to give them new insight. Jesus says that He is “the true vine.” What is the untrue or false vine? This is another perspective of what we have already seen. Jesus is the source of life. The adjective “true” distinguishes Jesus from the Pharisees, false prophets, Jewish religious tradition and other spiritual options of that day. He boldly proclaims Himself as the only legitimate source that gives us life. Anything else is only a slow road to death.


We are called “branches” and Jesus the “vine.” If we are to be alive and bear fruit we must stay a growing shoot or branch from the Vine. The life that comes from the roots and through the vine flows to the branches. Jesus is our source of being alive, both physically and spiritually. If severed from Him we become like severed branches that wither, dry and then decay. Here again Jesus portrays Himself as our only hope. There is no other “true vine.” There is no hope of eternal life, and the full life, apart from Jesus. He simply leaves us with no other options.


“…I am!”  8:53-59


I have saved this one till the last because is the boldest and most confronting of His claims. There was a lengthy argument that unfolded between Jesus and some of His followers who found it too hard to reject their religious teachings. Jesus had said that only through Him could they be set free. This was taken offensively by the rigid Jews. They objected that as children of Abraham they we already free. The argument then led into which of them were the legitimate ones of God. The Jews appealed to Abraham and Jesus claimed God the Father. The argument reaches its most feverish moment when Jesus says that those trusting in Him would not die. They objected that even Abraham could not prevent death. Jesus then talks of Abraham in personal terms and says the Abraham looked forward to the day Jesus would appear. This was the last straw. The Jewish defenders must have shouted in response, “You are not yet fifty years old…and yet you have seen Abraham!” And then Jesus concludes the argument with these words, “…before Abraham was born, I am!” It was now unmistakable. Jesus was claiming to be the God of Moses and Abraham.


To better understand we need to look at Exodus 3:11-14. Moses was at the burning bush. God was convincing him that he was to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Moses was arguing with God that he was insufficient for the job. Moses then poses the possibility that the Israelites would not believe him anyway. Who was he to say was sending him? Notice verse 14, “…say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God was identifying Himself to the Israelites as the “I AM.”



When Jesus identified Himself as “I am” all the Jews knew exactly what He was saying. This was blasphemy and for that reason they sought to stone Him. Jesus was proclaiming Himself to be God on earth. So should we worship Him or stone Him?

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic--on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg--or he would be the devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.” C. S. Lewis


This quote by C. S. Lewis is a way to confront us with that question. As C. S. Lewis puts it there is only two options left. Either Jesus is God or He is out of His mind. If He is God we have no alternative but to bend our knees and surrender to Him. If He is crazy He must be silenced and removed so as not to disturb society. The Jewish leaders chose the latter. I trust you will be one of those who believes Jesus to really be the “I AM.”

John’s Trail of Belief

John wrote to lead his readers to believe in Jesus as God’s Son.


As mentioned earlier John has taken a strong evangelistic dimension to His Gospel. You may have already seen this strong desire to lead his readers to believe that Jesus is God’s Son. We have looked at the “miraculous signs” and the “I am” saying of Jesus. Now we will look at what I call the Trail of Belief that runs through this Gospel like a golden thread in clothing. Jesus’ command was to “make disciples” as we have seen. Here we see the Apostle John seeking to lead others in learning about Jesus and committing themselves to being one of His followers. Look as we follow this thread throughout the chapters of the Gospel of John. Remember that there are other verses in John that I have not included. In your Bible reading times look for the continued thread.


He begins with an eyewitness account. 1:14


In chapter 1 and verse 14 John gives an eyewitness account. He says “we,” that is the 12 disciples. “We have seen…” John says about Jesus. No assumptions here. No speculations either. Not even an “I think” is mentioned. John simply gives a solid fact to be believed. The God over all the world became one of us. “We” His disciples are eyewitnesses to the evidences of God’s nature in Him.


John the Baptist identifies Jesus as God’s Son. 1:32-34


Just a little further John the Baptist is noted as identifying Jesus as God’s Son. Remember John the apostle using John the Baptist’s “testimony” that Jesus is God’s Son. Verse 34 says, “I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” One of the greatest prophets solidly believes that Jesus is God’s Son.


Jesus’ “signs” led many to believe. 2:23


Remember the “miraculous signs?” In chapter 2 John speaks after Jesus has been doing miracles in the temple. The crowds have seen these untold miracles. John refers to the miracles as “miraculous signs” in verse 23. He goes on to announce that as a result of these “miraculous signs” that “…many people saw the Miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.” (NIV) John here begins to weave into his Gospel that many believed in Jesus and so should we.


A religious leader called to believe. 3:16


Chapter 3 is a well-known chapter in the Bible. It is Nicodemus seeking guidance from Jesus. He comes at night and asks Jesus for spiritual insight. The very familiar verse 16 continues this thread as the focal point for the conversation comes to rest with Jesus’ invitation to believe in Him. Here a religious leader is invited to believe. He should have known and clearly seen that Jesus is God’s Son. But it takes a personal invitation to bring Him to Christ. I say he did believe due to Nicodemus being identified as one of Jesus’ secret disciples. He, Joseph of Arimathea and others were afraid of what the others leaders would bring upon him. John 19:38-40

John’s second testimony. 3:34-35


If one testimony isn’t enough John, just a little further in chapter 3, again uses the testimony of John the Baptist. There is some jealousy in John the Baptist’s disciples over the shift of attention to Jesus. Here John’s seeks to stop the jealous response by point out Jesus’ superiority to him. Jesus is compared to a bridegroom and John just a friend. Jesus is portrayed as the center of attention and rightfully so. His last words of testimony are, “He must become greater; I must become less.” (v 30 NIV)


Samaritans believe. 4:39-42


Next we see Jesus and His disciples going through the city of Samaria. He stays at a well while the disciples go looking for food. An outcast comes to the well to get water. Jesus has a long conversation with her that convinces her, without any “miraculous signs,” that Jesus is the anticipated Messiah. She goes and returns with a crowd. I can’t help but to wonder if they too were the unacceptables of society. In verse 39 we see that many believed because of the woman’s testimony.


But, it doesn’t stop there. The people urged Jesus to stay with them and He did for two days. Verse 41 says, “And because of his words many more became believers.” Now many are believing Jesus to be God’s Son based on His own words. As we continue in verse 42 we see the people telling the woman at the well, “We no longer believe just because of what you said;…” They had experienced Jesus personally and now believed for themselves. And what did they believe? That Jesus “really is the Savior of the world.” John is clearly creating a trail of belief to which we are being invited.

A “royal official” believes. 4:53-54


In the closing verses of chapter 4 we return to the “royal official” whose son was sick. We have recounted the story in our look at the “miraculous signs.” Here let’s jump to the conclusion. What was the response of the father for the healing of his son? Observe verse 53. “So he and all his household believed.” The second “miraculous sign” led the royal official and his household to believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be.

Spiritual leaders criticized for unbelief. 5:46-47


In the latter part of chapter 5 Jesus is confronting the Jewish leaders that were resentful and antagonistic toward Him. He chastises them for their unbelief. Here we see the trail of belief pause to confront unbelief. John must be contrasting the Samaritans and Judean multitudes to the religious leaders. Jesus pointedly calls them to recognize His nature as the One sent from God. They had seen His “miraculous signs.” They had heard His teachings. They saw Him moving among the people yet they chose to not believe. It is as if John is saying, “Don’t follow their lead.”


The crowd affirms Jesus as the Messiah. 6:14


We return to the feeding of the 5000. As we look at the last of this account we discover some insightful things. Jesus had sent the disciples away in a boat. He was now dismissing the crowd. John tells us that because of the “miraculous sign” of feeding the 5000 the crowd began to conspire. It appears that a portion of the crowd were knowledgeable in the Prophetic writings and believed Jesus to be the coming Messiah. Verse 14 gives us what the conspiracy was planning. John quotes them as saying, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” What Prophet was that, the future Messiah? The expectations placed upon the coming Messiah was that He would give Israel back their freedom and establish a new world government seated in Jerusalem. They wanted to hurry up the new kingdom so they planned to “make him king by force.” Jesus would only walk at the Father’s pace and fulfill the Father’s will. He leaves the crowd and finds solitude in the mountains. It was misguided belief but a belief so strong that they were ready to fight the Roman Empire if the Messiah would only lead them.


Belief, God’s work for mankind. 6:28-29


Remember the “I am” sayings. This same crowd that wanted to forcefully make Jesus king now found Him again on the other side of the lake. As already mentioned Jesus accused them of only coming to Him for their own benefit. He then chastises them for working for earthly things rather than spiritual matters. They then wanted to know just what works they were supposed to do. Once again the trail of belief appears. What is the work we are to be doing? Believe! That is what Jesus said was the work for mankind. In direct contrast to the Jewish practices Jesus call us to set our foundation on a belief that He is the Son of God. All else must grow from that foundation.


Believing is the way into eternal life. 6:40, 47


In this continued conversation Jesus turns the topic to eternal life and the Father’s will. In His speaking to the crowd He clarifies what the Father is wanting from His people. He also identifies the reward the Father will give to all who fulfill His will. Verse 40 quotes Jesus in identifying the will of the Father “…is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him…” God desires for us is to look to Jesus and believe He is who He says He is. What is the reward? “…shall have eternal life..” The way into eternal life goes through belief in Jesus.


Peter’s declaration. 6:66-69


In the closing verses of chapter 6 we see Jesus and His disciples. Jesus’ long argument with some of His disciples was concluding. Jesus knew that what He taught the disciple was very difficult to grasp and accept. His last comment to the crowd was, “…no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.” Only those God enables to turn to Jesus will be able to do so. There is much more to following Jesus than just our decision or choice. God the Father must do a work in our lives that enables us to be a disciple of Jesus.


Following this comment we find that many of the disciples of Jesus abandoned Him. Then one of the greatest New Testament moments takes place. He asks the 12 if they are ready to leave like the others. Peter, I imagine with a sense of sadness and confusion, says, “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” Peter, you’re the man! Even in the dark cloud of abandonment and his own confusion over what Jesus was teaching them he affirmed there was no other option than Jesus. They had come to believe in Him and now were going to tuff it out. They might not understand, but they believed and would remained.


Do you see the trail of belief unfolding? I think it is exciting to see how John, different than the other Gospel writers, builds his Gospel around a person’s accepting faith in Jesus Christ. This is why many who are looking spiritually or who are new to faith in Jesus Christ are often told to start their Bible reading with the Gospel of John. John isn’t focused on historical information. John is focused on helping have a solid foundation of faith for living.


Jesus invites worshipers to believe in him. 7:38


The next stop on this trail of belief is an invitation by Jesus to those worshiping God to put their belief in Him. It was a very busy time in Jerusalem. The Feast of Tabernacles was one of the main annual gathering times in the temple. The huge crowds were in the temple to worship and fellowship with others. Here was the time for prophets to proclaim their messages to those gathered from all over Israel. Here were special opportunities for the worshipers to sit under the teachings of respected spiritual leaders. Jesus surely must have attracted another large crowd.


In verses 14 and following we see that not only those seeking insightful understanding were drawn to Him. His critics and enemies swarmed around Him as well, after all He was in their own capital. In the midst of the conflict we still see that in verse 31 “…many in the crowd put their faith in him…” Note the reference to “miraculous signs.” This only made the Pharisees more furious and sharper in their attack.


We jump to the last day of the Feast in verse 37. John mentions that it is the “greatest day of the Feast.” Now after several days of teaching and battling with His critics Jesus makes a closing invitation. “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scriptures has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” It is obvious that Jesus is inviting the hungry, thirsty, confused worshipers to make Him the source from which they experience God’s gift of meaning and purpose in life. John doesn’t hide us from the controversy surrounding Jesus. But he does bring us to the point of all that Jesus was doing, the work the Father has given us all is to believe in Jesus, the One He has sent to us.


Nicodemus evidences belief. 7:45-52


In the closing verses of chapter 7 John brings us back to Nicodemus. When we left him in chapter 3 there was no mention of his decision. Here in verse 50 it seems a little more clear. The Pharisees were chastising the temple guards because they went to arrest Jesus but after hearing Him returned without Him. In response the Pharisees make the statement that only the ignorant and foolish are turning to Jesus.


Notice that in an environment where most would keep their head low and stay out of the flashing swords and flying arrows Nicodemus makes a stand. In verse 51 he reminds the Pharisees that a person is to be given a fair trial before being condemned. He is abruptly chastised with the fact that “a prophet,” or Messiah, had to come from Bethlehem not Galilee. I find it sad that this was used several times in the Gospels to discredit Jesus as the coming Messiah. Perhaps John wants to point out that it was the Pharisees and leaders that were ignorant, either by missing the truth or choosing to reject the story of His birth. Surely they knew of Herod’s actions less than 30 years earlier and why he killed all the children in Bethlehem.


Jesus warns the Pharisees. 8:23-24


In chapter 8 the battling continues. The Pharisees are again hot in pursuit of Jesus. Remember the “I Am” sayings? In verse 12 we see, “I am the light of the world.” This started another round of objections by the Pharisees. Jesus was back in the temple teaching again and the Pharisees were swarming in an effort to discredit Him and cause the crowds to abandon Him. Yet in the middle of all this tension Jesus cuts to the heart of the problem. Verse 24, “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe…” Another proverbial nail in the coffin! Jesus left no option other than belief in Him as the Son of God. Argue all they will the truth remains, without believing in Jesus your destiny is God’s rejection.


The blind man believes. 9:35-38


In chapter 9 we have another “miraculous sign” where Jesus heals the blind man. It led into another moment of conflict. The man was interrogated by the Pharisees and eventually excommunicated from the Jewish synagogue. Jesus after looking for the man finds him and asks him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” After revealing Himself as the awaited Messiah the man proclaims, “Lord, I believe” and he fell down and worshiped Jesus. John uses a miraculous sign and the persecution of the present day religious leaders to conclude with belief in Jesus by the one He healed.

Many affirm John’s witness and believe. 10:40-42


In chapter 10 we have, “I am the gate…” and “I am the good shepherd…” The chapter closes with a brief but powerful push forward toward belief in Jesus as the Messiah. John says that Jesus left Jerusalem and went to an area where John the Baptist had preached and baptized. As usual a large crow gathered, no doubt many were disciples of John the Baptist. John doesn’t focus on miracles or new teachings. His focus is on the response of those who had trusted in John the Baptist’s teachings. “…all that John said about this man was true.” Don’t take that lightly. We have already examined the two testimonies of John the Baptist. Now John the Apostle brings those two testimonies and other teachings he gave about Jesus being the coming Christ to their fulfillment. “And in that place many believed in Jesus.” The trail continues to grow in those believing in Jesus.

Many Jews believe because of Lazarus. 11:45 (12:10-11)


John 11 contains the last of the seven “miraculous signs.” Here Jesus raised Lazarus from the tomb. What was the response of those watching and learning about it? What else, “Therefore many…put their faith in him.” In chapter 12 we learn that the leaders were making plans to kill Lazarus because of the large number of Jews putting their faith in Jesus because of him. We have no record of the success or failure of their plans. We do know that they did kill Jesus not long thereafter.


Many “leaders” believed. 12:42


John now contrasts the unbelief of the leaders and the belief of the people. Jesus makes His “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem. (John 12) The Passover was very near. John says that after all Jesus had done the leaders still refused to believe in Him. Well almost all! Here we learn that many of the Jewish leaders had secretly put their faith in Jesus. They were remaining among the other leaders but secretly looking and listening to Jesus. They didn’t want to give up their place among the Pharisees but were unwilling to go public and face the humiliation of their fellow Pharisees.


Two Pharisees display their belief. 19:38-40


Chapter 13 takes us into the observance of Passover for Jesus and His 12. He gives several chapters of teachings before offering His prayer to the Father in chapter 17. The long night finally ends with a mock trial, mob pressure on Pilate and the crucifixion of Jesus. After His declared death we learn of a Pharisee who goes to Pilate and asks for Jesus’ body. He is granted permission and returns to bury the body. At some point he is joined by another secret follower of Jesus, Nicodemus. Together they take the lifeless body, wrap it, add spices and place it in what we learn was a tomb where Joseph had planned to be buried.


Forgive me if I am reading too much into this story but I find it an emotional moment. I picture Joseph and Nicodemus somewhere about the cross. Both believed Jesus to be the coming Messiah. As they were probably in the Sanhedrin, they were very aware of the way the leaders were determined to silence Jesus’ voice. Were there other secret followers gathered about them? I see Joseph and Nicodemus with tears flowing down their face. They are angry with their fellow leaders. They are crushed that this hope was ending in the death of Jesus. They had reached their breaking point. Joseph says in a broken voice to Nicodemus, “If you will get the spices I will go to Pilate and get the body of Jesus. We can at least give Him the burial of dignity and respect He deserves.” The Scriptures tell us that Nicodemus brought spices and linen to wrap Jesus’ body. I can picture them returning home and dressing up in their finest Pharisee garment. They meet back at the cross and lovingly hold in their arms the man they were hoping would restore Israel. I wonder how far the two carried the body of Jesus. How much effort it took to reach a “new” tomb Joseph himself had paid to be made. With a continued mixture of anger and brokenness they wrapped Jesus’ body and followed the proper Jewish rituals for committing an honored Jewish leader’s burial. The two of them rolled the stone door over the entrance and with heads lowered returned home for one final task. I see two secret disciples taking out their paper and quill and writing out their severance letter from the Pharisees. And with that they put away their religious attire and joined the public disciples gathered in groups trying to cope with Jesus’ death.


Forgive me for the “out of the Scripture” imagination. I do want to impress upon you that for Joseph and Nicodemus to take Jesus’ body and bury it was surely a suicidal act as far as the Pharisees were concerned. It was an open and unashamed act of devotion for the one they had reverenced and even defended among the other leaders. Here John is calling us to see that even the leadership, so negative and vindictive toward Jesus, were coming to believe. And John’s unsaid question was, “So why don’t you?”


Doubting Thomas’ moment of belief. 20:24-29


Our last stop on the trail of belief is with one of His original 12. We have heard of him as Doubting Thomas. Thomas was not gullible. He too had felt the pain of Jesus’ death. So when the unbelievable news that Jesus was actually alive came he was not going to be quick to overlook the obvious. John completes the trail of belief with perhaps the greatest of invitations to believe in Jesus. Thomas has said that he would have to see Jesus and put his finger in the holes made by the spikes from the cross and feel the gash in His side from the spear. If he was to believe, it would have to be upon solid evidence. That solid evidence came just a few days later. Jesus appears to the disciples and this time Thomas was with them. Jesus confronts Thomas’ hesitating belief by inviting him to touch His hands and feel the gash in His side. But all Thomas could say was, “My Lord and my God!” (v 28)


Nothing else need be said. Thomas was convinced and now we too should stop questioning and start believing. The “miraculous signs,” the “I Am” sayings and many objections to Jesus’ identity are crushed by one glimpse of the resurrected Lord. Here is where the trail of belief comes to its end. Either we examine the evidences and accept the only honest conclusion or we close our eyes to the truth and deny what is obvious. Verse 31 sums up our trail with the words, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

Our Only Hope

Previously studied passages:


This study begins with a brief review. The reason is to recreate the flow of thinking. We will now focus on the conclusion of the various discoveries and insights received over the last four lessons. When we come to this study I want the learner disciple to have the momentum of the previous conclusions. Our commitment is that Jesus is God’s Son and our only way of salvation. Piece by piece we have been building a powerful presentation aimed at either making that commitment or giving solid ground upon which to hold to that already made commitment. So review and answer questions so in this study the learner will be prepared to take the final step.


We have seen Jesus from several differing perspectives. The “I Am” sayings enable us to use images to better grasp the identity of Jesus. In one, John 14:6, Jesus identifies Himself as “the way.” To prevent any misconceptions He further states that He is the only way. Only through Him can someone come to fellowship with the Father. We have also seen in Acts 4:12 that the disciples were preaching that Jesus is the only name that will bring forgiveness of our guilt. Jesus is understood as a gate. We must make Him our passageway that leads us into the pleasant pastures of God’s comfort. Jesus made it clear with the raising of Lazarus that He alone held the power to give us physical life and spiritual eternal life. And with the ultimate claim Jesus proclaimed Himself God. He has made it clear that He positions Himself as our source of forgiveness, abundant life while on earth and life with the Father in eternity. What is our response? Remember the words of C. S. Lewis.

Church history:


The relentless persecutions by Rome (worshiped Jesus only)


The modern missionary movement (1793 - ?, William Carey )


Present day rejections by the coexist philosophy!


Let’s begin with a brief survey of responses to this concept of Jesus. In the first century we see much excitement in Israel and all over the Roman Empire when Jesus is preached. We have records of responses in the book of Acts. A quick run through the pages of Acts reveals a quick acceptance to the Gospel message. It wasn’t just among the Jews. Paul took the message to the Gentiles and found them very receptive as well. But not all accepted this sole source to a beyond this earth hope.


From the first, as already seen, the Jewish leaders rejected such a claim. They did much to silence the message preached by the disciples. As the Gospel moved into the Gentile world opposition came too. It may have been the threat of financial loss, the jealousness of existing religious groups, the refusal to give recognition to traditional religions and gods or many other reasons. The results were always the same, pressure, violent rejection and any way possible to remove such a message. These were first local persecutions but eventually became much larger efforts by the Roman government. Why such an intense and determined persecution upon the Christians? It was their proclamation that Jesus was the only One to be worshiped and our only hope of eternal living. You will find that those persecuted were often given a chance to renounce such a exclusive idea and in so doing avoid being persecuted. A few did but multitudes, time and time again, chose to suffer, be tortured and even killed while proclaiming that eternal life and God’s forgiveness is only through Jesus. Obviously the early church felt this was a teaching with no compromise.


Our modern missionary movement is built upon this exclusive idea. Why did William Carey go to India, Hudson Taylor to China? By the dawn of the 1800s missionary societies were growing and Christian missionaries were going from India the Africa. Why did the church of the 1800s and 1900s send out missionary after missionary to places where their religion was older than Christianity? For one reason! Without Jesus there is no hope of eternal life. Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, and even Jews were all considered separated from God unless they believe in Jesus Christ. There is only one way, Jesus Christ.


Modern Europe and America are perhaps leading the way to silence the voice of Jesus the only way. Sadly many modern Christians are joining the movement to Coexist as religions and not proclaim only one as the right one. The Coexist movement is strongly rejecting such a claim. They believe we all have different perspectives on our spiritual nature and therefore we are just different and not wrong. All sounds fine unless you believe John 14:6. When you accept the Bible as your authority you really have no option but Jesus. If Jesus is God’s Son then Christianity is our only hope. Yet our schools, social and political groups and even various denominations have joined the Coexist philosophy. And to do so the Bible has been reduced from God’s authoritative word to an ancient book of religious opinions. I’m sticking with the Authoritative Word. Therefore, I have only one hope, Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:15-19


By the sin of one man many were infected.


By the grace of one man many were freed.


Now let’s return to the Bible. Our first lesson called us to base our thinking and actions upon what it teaches us. I have selected four passages from the New Testament that represent the Biblical teaching that our only hope is Jesus Christ. The first is in Romans. This book is a document setting forth the basic teachings that would be the foundation of the Church. One of these basic teachings is how humans contracted sin and how it can be removed. In chapter 5 Paul lays a simple foundation for why we believe Jesus is the only way of forgiveness. He goes back to the book of Genesis. God placed Adam and Eve in a perfect world. But by the encouragement and seeds of mistrust sown by Satan, Eve disobeyed God. Adam followed suit and immediately they knew their fellowship with God was broken. They hid from God and for the first time were embarrassed by how they appeared. So Adam, the “one man,” knowingly did what God had told him not to do and the disease of sin was released on humanity. We are not guilty before God because of Adam. Our guilt comes because we have chosen to let the sin nature in us lead us to disobey God just like Adam.


“So why am I suffering for Adam’s sin?” I have been asked on numerous occasions. My response is, “Your aren’t!” We are suffering because we have sinned. We also suffer because of the sin of those around us. God created us to live in community. No one’s life can be lived without affecting the lives of those around them. When I sin its effects are felt upon those around me. When those around me sin the effects are felt in my life as well.


Paul doesn’t leave us hopeless. If Adam opened the door for sin to permeate humanity, Jesus provided a way for forgiveness to permeate humanity. Jesus is the “one man” through which grace can remove our guilt. It can even break the habit and practice of disobedience. It’s all because of the work Jesus did and no one else.

Galatians 3:10-14, 4:1-7


No one can be united with God via the Law. 3:11


Full rights of sons are only through Jesus. 4:5


The letter of Galatians is a very emotional appeal by Paul. He is writing to a troubled and harassed church. It appears that a number of the members are Jewish in background. Paul had started churches in the area and instructed them to the freedom Jesus brought. Paul’s first missionary journey concluded in the area of Galatia. Now without his presence the church was being infiltrated with Jewish believers who were preaching that an authentic faith must grow out of a Jewish foundation. In other words you needed to be a Jew before you could really be Christian. 


With that in the background Paul speaks with disappointment and even anger at what is happening. The Christians are submitting themselves to the Jewish laws. Paul with great emotion makes it very clear that only Jesus will unite us with God. The Jewish laws and regulations are useless in removing our sins and keeping us in fellowship with God. Notice how many Scriptural references Paul gives to support the fact that the Jewish religion is insufficient as a way of becoming unified with God.


In chapter 4 Paul continues his effort by using an example from the first century life. The Jews are compared to a child of God. But they have not been given freedom from the guardian, the Law, placed over them. But in contrast the Christians have been “redeemed” and given “full rights of sons.” Those coming to God through Jesus only are legitimate “sons” who are recipients of all God has to give those who belong to Him.

Philippians 2:6-11


Jesus fulfilled the Father’s plan.


Only Jesus will be worshiped as Lord!


We have been here before so just a few comments. Jesus did not seek to return to the position He had prior to becoming Mary’s little baby. He devoted Himself to fulfilling the Father’s plan as it was unveiled to Him. As a result of His nature, sacrifice and obedience to the Father only Jesus will be worshiped by every person and proclaimed Lord over all.

Acts 3:12-23


God raised Jesus from death. V. 15


Without Jesus we are hopeless. V. 23


Peter and John had gone into the temple as usual. They were met by a beggar who sought a compassionate gift from them. Peter responds that they have no money but they do have a gift from God for the man. Peter then heals the man who follows them into the temple “…walking, jumping and praising God. This caused many to gather around them to see this miracle. Peter then seizes the opportunity to tell the crowd about Jesus.


Jesus is honored as the source from which this man was healed. Jesus is proclaimed to the onlookers as misjudged and martyred by the Jewish leaders. However, “…God raised him from the dead.” Peter then makes a strong case for Jesus’ superiority. He brings it to a climax by quoting Moses, “Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.” No other options, no other possibilities. It is Jesus or not at all!


How will I affirm Jesus as my only hope?

How will I share my only hope with others?


Getting beyond knowledge requires actions. Now that the learner has seen the truth plainly and forcefully given what actions will be taken. Will it just be information stored away in your memory? If not the information must become a C-onviction with a planned response. Share with the learner some options for acting on this reality. It might be a new attitude for Sunday worship, more personal time worshiping God in your daily quiet times, a public testimony given or many other ways.


Sharing your “only hope” is not only an affirmation but a way to go public with your faith. It may a study group, family or friends but you can let others know of your C-onviction that Jesus is the only way to God and you are committed to trusting in Him.
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