Why Another Book?

Why should I bother to take the time and effort to put together a manual pertaining to discipleship? After all there are numerous books and manuals available at any Christian bookstore. There are more methods for making disciples discussed and taught than any of us can keep up with. As a pastor with a passion for seeing sincere followers of Christ fulfill Christ’s intentions for them I have tried many methods myself. I have seen pastors, class teachers and study group leaders bounce from one dynamic person to another, from one book to some other promising series, from the VHS video studies to DVD dramatic presentations seeking to turn those professing faith in Jesus Christ into those living by His principles and teachings. And time and again the result was a greater knowledge but a continuing of  the same old patterns of living. To see someone break loose in sacrificial ministry or passionate service for Christ was an exception rather than a rule. Celebrations were truly few. And fewer still were those making followers of Christ out of others.

I have pastored three different congregations in my 30 year ministry. I have been close to pastoral friends who pastored similar and different congregations. I’ve had the privilege of knowing pastors from other denominations, who with hearts just as sincere as those in my denomination, strove to birth and nurture real followers of Christ out of those routinely gathering for worship. We have tried many methods, looked in many places and refused to give in to the low rate of success or the inability to find that one thing that would melt the heart and transform the lives of professing Christians.

Let me start with an honest disclaimer: I do not have a silver bullet nor a revelation from God that overrides other discipleship methods or materials. I cannot promise you what I share with you in the following pages will be the one thing you have been waiting to get. But I can tell you with all honesty that what you will find here will make your efforts to see spiritual children that become spiritual adults and bear you, to your joy, spiritual grandchildren a much greater probability and joyful experience.

From time to time most of us rely on old sayings to summarize life’s lessons for us. One for me is, “If it don’t fit don’t force it!” Most of us are guilty of seeing what works for someone else and forcing it into our situation. We fall prey to another old saying, “If it won’t go use a bigger hammer.” So we with genuine hearts of devotion strive harder and harder to make our frustrations become honorable achievements. But seldom does it work.

Let me offer another option, “If it’s not working step back and take another look.” I’ve learned that bit of wisdom the hard way. Through many different ways and down many disappointing paths I’ve been guilty of trying to force what doesn’t fit, expending greater and greater effort trying to make something work for me that worked for someone else. Out of that wisdom I want to encourage you who have labored hard yet feel frustrated and even defeated to find renewed joy and energy by taking another look. And just maybe, you’ll discover something that better fits and works without a bigger hammer.

It is with this in mind that I put forth the effort to gather, organize and put on paper this manual. It isn’t for glamour, fame or hopes of great acknowledgements. It’s simply my response to Christ’s undying call to fulfill the Great Commission that remains the bedrock of our faith, “make disciples.” (NIV) So to those of you who are frustrated but cannot lay aside this passion I want to encourage you to allow me to help you regain a new enthusiasm to return with a tool that you will not have to force. Instead let me show you what I have discovered. A discipling process that is visible in the pages of the New Testament, a process that is demonstrated by the apostles and those following them. This is not a program for the church. This is not for organizational expansion. It is instead a liberating of individuals and an equipping of those with a passion to raise spiritual children for Christ. It is an encouragement to follow your passion with proven tools and a clear pathway to follow and to lead others to walk in too.
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